
On the Unity of the Faith and the
Controversies with the Greeks: A
Comprehensive Guide to Cistercian Theology
"On the Unity of the Faith and the Controversies with the Greeks" is a
seminal work of Cistercian theology, written by the renowned theologian,
Bernard of Clairvaux. This insightful and comprehensive treatise explores
the complex theological debates that characterized the 12th century,
particularly the controversies between the Western and Eastern Churches.
Bernard's profound understanding of Scripture and his ability to articulate
complex theological concepts in a clear and accessible manner make this
book an essential resource for students of medieval theology and religious
history.
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At the heart of Bernard's argument is his insistence on the unity of the
Christian faith. He argues that all Christians, regardless of their particular
tradition or affiliation, share a common belief in the fundamental truths of
Christianity, such as the Trinity, the Incarnation, and the Redemption.
However, Bernard also acknowledges the diversity of Christian thought and
practice, recognizing that different interpretations and emphases can exist
within the confines of orthodoxy.

Controversies with the Greeks

One of the primary focuses of "On the Unity of the Faith" is the ongoing
controversies between the Western and Eastern Churches. Bernard
engages with Eastern theologians, such as Patriarch Photius and John
Zonaras, on issues such as the Filioque controversy, the primacy of the
pope, and the nature of the Holy Spirit. Bernard presents a nuanced
understanding of these controversies, seeking to find common ground
while remaining faithful to the teachings of the Western Church.

Bernard's Theological Method

Bernard's approach to theology is characterized by its emphasis on both
Scripture and tradition. He draws heavily on biblical texts to support his
arguments, but he also recognizes the importance of the Church's historical
teachings and practices. Bernard's method is marked by a deep reverence
for the authority of the Church, but he also exhibits a willingness to engage
in critical inquiry and to challenge received wisdom when necessary.

Relevance for Contemporary Theology



Despite being written in the 12th century, "On the Unity of the Faith"
remains a remarkably relevant work for contemporary theology. Its insights
into the nature of Christian unity, the relationship between faith and reason,
and the challenges of theological dialogue are as valuable today as they
were when the book was first written. Bernard's emphasis on the
importance of seeking common ground while maintaining doctrinal integrity
is particularly relevant in an era marked by both theological diversity and
interreligious dialogue.

"On the Unity of the Faith and the Controversies with the Greeks" is an
essential text for anyone interested in medieval theology, the history of
Christianity, or the ongoing quest for Christian unity. Bernard of Clairvaux's
profound insights and nuanced understanding of complex theological
issues make this book a valuable resource for scholars, students, and
anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of the Christian faith.

Additional Resources

Bernard of Clairvaux, "On the Unity of the Faith and the Controversies
with the Greeks," translated by Robert C. Neville (New York: Cistercian
Publications, 2006).

Cezary Bartoszewicz, "Bernard of Clairvaux's Mystical Theology: The
Ways of Union with God" (Rome: Gregorian University Press, 1997).

John R. Sommerfeldt, "Bernard of Clairvaux's Dialogue on the Unity of
the Faith against the Errors of Peter Abelard" (Notre Dame, IN:
University of Notre Dame Press, 2009).
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